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The commodity trading and ship-
ping industries are throwing their 
weight behind Mercy Ships Cargo 
Day with leading figures telling 
TradeWinds why they are sup-
porting the 4 October fundraising 
event.

About 40 companies have so far 
signed up to participate, including 
Clarksons, Barry Rogliano Salles 
(BRS), Riverlake, Fearnleys and Af-
finity on the broking side.

Charterers include Trafigura, 
Augusta Energy, Clearlake, Total, 
Sahara Group, Litasco, Louis Drey-
fus and Rosneft Trading.

Shipowners and operators 
Sovcomflot (SCF Group), Wisby 
Tankers, Penfield Marine and Su-
isse Atlantique, along with sever-
al marine consulting and service 
companies, have also come on-
board by making so-called Orange 
Pledges of between $1,000 and 
$10,000. Stena Bulk and Concordia 
Maritime have made a Blue Pledge 
($25,000 or more).

By last week, about $40,000 had 
been pledged, but it is hoped that 
this figure will soar to at least 
$640,000, double the amount 
raised at the inaugural Cargo Day 
in 2016.

Much of this is expected to flow 
from charterers committing so-
called Mercy Cargoes to participat-
ing shipbrokers, port agents and 
inspection companies, which will 
then donate 50% of their commis-
sions to Mercy Ships.

Charterers can commit cargoes 
on the day or in the follow-up. Par-
ticipating port agents include Wil-
helmsen Ships Service and Star 
Sardinia.

TradeWinds is once again proud 
to be Cargo Day partner to Mercy 
Ships. The charity operates the 
Africa Mercy, a converted 16,572-gt 
former Danish ferry that is the 
world’s largest civilian hospital 
ship, and has a newbuilding under 
construction in China.

Mercy Ships provides vital, free 

healthcare, including thousands 
of operations, in some of the 
world’s poorest countries thanks 
to hundreds of volunteers includ-
ing doctors, nurses, catering and 
administrative staff from around 
the globe.

Tim Webb, global head of tank-
ers at BRS and a pivotal figure of 
Cargo Day, tells TradeWinds that 
organisers are hoping to double 
the number of participants sign-
ing up for this year’s event.

This year’s focus is to persuade 
more shipowners to donate or give 
address commissions. Last year, 
plenty of charterers participated 
and it is hoped that owners will 
follow suit.

“No matter how small the dona-
tions, we need the shipping and 
trading industry to pull together,” 
Webb said.

“Most people still don’t seem 
to realise that with only a small 
donation or participation we can 
change so many lives for the bet-
ter.”

Trafigura chartering manager 

CHARITY SHIP: (Clockwise 
from above) The Africa Mercy, 
Clearlake chartering manager 
Francesco Sparviero and BRS 
global head of tankers Tim Webb 

Photos: Mercy Ships and Hafnia

Big names urge owners to  
support Mercy Ships event A well-known superyacht broker-

age has concluded a deal to sell 
Artica Adventure & Cruise Ship-
ping’s laid-up 12,900-gt Minerva 
(built 1996).

Antibes-based brokers Peter In-
sull’s Yacht Marketing confirms to 
TradeWinds this week that it has 
concluded a deal to sell the cruise-
ship, although it declines to reveal 
to whom and for what price.

Peter Insull specialises in large 
luxury yachts —  brokering sales 
deals, construction and conver-
sion projects. This would suggest 
the Minerva is destined for a role 
as a home-away-from-home for 
a wealthy person, although the 
company would not confirm this.

Converting small cruiseships 
into luxury yachts is not a new 
thing. The late Greek shipowner 
John Latsis started the trend back 
in the early 1980s with the conver-
sion of the 6,000-gt yacht Alexan-
der (built 1966), which started its 
life as the German cruiseship Regi-
na Maris. Since then, several other 
smaller cruiseships have been giv-
en the same treatment.

The Minerva, if converted, would 
become the largest cruiseship 
to become a luxury yacht, al-
though there are a number of pur-
pose-built super yachts that are 
larger.

The ice-strengthened Minerva 
has humble origins, having been 
built on the hull of an incomplete 
Russian spy ship. It has been in 
lay-up since a long-term charter to 
Swan Hellenic Cruises ended last 
December due to the bankruptcy 

Superyacht 
conversion in 
line for largest 
cruiseship yet

Ludvig Mandius said: “I believe in 
this project because it focuses on 
one of the cores of humanitarian 
hardship.”

He describes Mercy Ships as 
a “fantastic project” in its own 
right and directly linked to the 
maritime world. “If we ‘shipping 
people’ aren’t at the front sup-
porting this with our fullest con-
viction, then who else should be?” 
said Mandius. “I suggest we make 
these Cargo Days count.”

Mathieu Philippe, head of ship-
ping at the Swiss branch of Unit-
ed Maritime Logistics (UML), the 
shipping arm of Azerbaijan’s state 
oil company Socar, said: “Mercy 
Ships Cargo Day is a great oppor-
tunity for the entire shipping in-
dustry to show that it can actually 
give back something to the com-
munity, and the ‘bigger causes’ are 
not only for ‘bigger companies’.”

He says for UML it is impor-
tant to “embrace in its own way 
the values of Socar, which partic-
ipates in many social and charity 
projects in Azerbaijan and abroad. 
UML will support with great en-
thusiasm the event again this year 
and for the years to come.”

Clearlake chartering manager 
Francesco Sparviero says Cargo 
Day is a “great opportunity” for his 
company to demonstrate its sup-
port raising funds and promoting 
the work of the Africa Mercy.

In Geneva, a 12-strong commit-
tee of leading names from ship-
ping and trading has been work-
ing to support Cargo Day, which 
Sparviero says he hopes will con-
tinue for years to come.

To sign up, visit MercyShips-
CargoDay.org or e-mail Corinne 
Kemp at corinne@MercyShips-
CargoDay.org.
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