
ON WATCH38 13 October 2017

GREAT FEAT: (From left) TB Marine’s Stefan Winkel with his 
man-of-the-match award, alongside Interscan’s Max Kamp and 
Christian Kockentiedt from Heinrich Elbracht  Photos: redRobin WHEN BANKERS ATTACK: The owners’ goal comes under pressure  

Footballing rivalry came to the boil 
in one of the most hotly contested 
events of the German shipping 
 calendar.

In the 36th annual match be-
tween shipowners and ship fi-
nanciers, the owners took the 
bragging rights this year with a 
convincing 4-2 victory at Ham-
burg’s Adolf-Jager Stadium.

A Banker United team stuffed 
with ship financing talent had its 
chances, including a penalty miss 
by HSH Nordbank’s Stefan Schlat-
ermund. But the shipowners took 
the honours, helped by two goals 
from man of the match Stefan 
Winkel of TB Marine.

Rivalries were later set aside over 
a German sausage and a beer or 
two, and funds raised went towards 
the Duckdalben International Sea-
men’s Club in the port of Hamburg.

Shipowners make bankers pay

Mercy Ships has already raised 
over $394,000 from its second an-
nual Cargo Day — easily beating 
last year’s $320,000.

It is expected the eventual fig-
ure could exceed $450,000, pro-
viding vitally needed funds for 
life-changing surgery in Africa.

Some 21 charterers, 16 shipown-
ers, 24 brokers and 10 port agents, 
as well as seven service companies 
and associations participated in 
the 4 October event.

A total of 77 cargoes were given 
to brokers and port agents, and 
seven address commissions do-
nated by charterers and shipown-
ers.

Geneva-based broker Tim Webb, 
who has been involved in Cargo 
Day from the start, says money 
raised should rise steadily in the 
next couple of weeks as the nature 
of some cargoes pledged becomes 
clear.

“We have doubled, at least, the 
amount of cargoes given,” Webb 
said.

TradeWinds has again acted as 
Mercy Ships’ partner in Cargo Day. 

The charity operates the world’s 
largest civilian hospital ship, Afri-

IN GOOD HANDS: Surgeon Gary Parker attends to a patient onboard the Africa Mercy  Photo: Mercy Ships

Industry rallies behind Cargo Day

ca Mercy  (built 1980), a converted 
16,572-gt former Danish ferry that 
costs million of dollars a year to 
operate. A newbuilding is under 
construction in China. 

Communication manager 
Corinne Kemp said Mercy Ships is 

“very touched to see the commit-
ment of the maritime communi-
ty” to Cargo Day.

The event involves charterers 
committing cargoes on the day, 
or in the following two or three 
weeks, to participating shipbro-

kers, port agents and inspection 
companies, which then donate 
50% or more of their commission 
to Mercy Ships. 

Shipowners and operators can 
also pledge sums according to 
different tiers (visit MercyShips-

CargoDay .org or email corinne@ 
MercyShipsCargoDay).

There is still time for more in-
dustry players to contribute, in-
cluding charterers committing 
further cargoes. 

Webb, global head of tankers 
at Barry Rogliano Salles, said: 
“Bearing in mind that our gener-
al market [of participants], clean 
and dirty [tankers], is this year 
probably 35% to 40% lower than in 
2016, it shows we have had a big in-
crease in participants.”

Webb says it is unfortunate that 
Cargo Day has so far generated 
little response from the dry cargo 
community, which is very active in 
West Africa, where the Africa Mercy 
is currently moored in Cameroon, 
having earlier served in Benin.

He says if the tanker market 
picks up, funds should increase in 
future years. “My thought of one 
day getting to $1m is not so unre-
alistic,” he added.

Support this year has come es-
pecially from Geneva and London 
but also from Singapore and even 
Houston, despite “all the problems 
they have had in their own back-
yard”, Webb noted.
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