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Trafigura, Socar Trading and 
Litasco topped the list of charter-
ers that gave cargoes from which 
broker commissions have pushed 
Mercy Ships Cargo Day fundrais-
ing towards $500,000.

Early this week, more than 
$462,300 had been raised for hos-
pital ship operator Mercy Ships.

Participants in this year’s 
event, in which TradeWinds acted 
as a partner, are too numerous to 
mention but include a raft of bro-
kers contributing 50% or more of 
their cargo commissions.

Braemar ACM, Howe Robin-
son,  Simpson Spence Young, 
Fearnleys,  Barry Rogliano Salles, 

Ocean Shipbroker, Affinity and 
 Ifchor all participated.

Stena Bulk and Oldendorff are 
among companies that have do-
nated at least $25,000, with Swed-
ish tanker operator Sirius Ship-
ping one of those making a “green 
pledge” of between $10,000 and 
$25,000.

BRS tanker analyst Alessan-
dro Gelli said around 20 so-called 
Mercy Cargoes remained, with 
no commission estimates, indi-
cating that Cargo Day donations 
could reach $500,000. “We are all 
very happy about that, consider-
ing the market is weak compared 
with last year,” he said.

Mercy Ships Cargo Day has $500k in its sights

It is getting busy in Arctic waters, 
and China is not about to be left 
out.

Russia is busy in the Northern 
Sea Route — part of the Northeast 
Passage — as it prepares to fire up 
the Yamal LNG plant in the next 
few weeks. 

On the other side of the pole, 
more cruiseships have been ven-
turing into the Northwest Passage 
off Canada.

Now the 8,759-dwt icebreak-
er  Xue Long (built 1993) —  which 
translates as Snow Dragon —  has 
just returned to base in Shanghai 
after completing China’s first cir-
cumnavigation of the Arctic ship-
ping lanes.

The Polar Research Institute 
of China says the Xue Long, which 
was on its eighth Arctic expe-
dition, left Shanghai on 20 June 
with 96 crew and researchers on 
an 83-day, 20,000-nautical-mile 
(37,000-kilometre) voyage, includ-
ing 1,995 nautical miles through 
ice formations.

He Jianfeng, the expedition’s 
chief scientist and vice captain 
of the onboard  team, was quoted 
in press reports as saying the sea 
ice encountered was under 1.5 me-
tres thick, which was less than a 
Northeast Passage transit by Chi-
na had found in 2012.

He said fog and lack of ice made 
it difficult to find the right kind of 
floating ice on which to set up sur-
vey stations for future research.

The researcher said the North-
west Passage is narrower, more 
complicated to navigate and more 
ice-bound than its northeast cous-
in, but the data obtained by the 
team provided important infor-
mation for commercial naviga-
tion.

China, which has been carrying 
out Arctic expeditions once every 
two years, now plans to conduct 
these more frequently, he added.

It will soon have a new tool in its 
kit: Xue Long 2, China’s first domes-
tically built polar research vessel 
and icebreaker, which will be ca-
pable of breaking 1.5-metre ice and 
is due to be finished in 2019.

Voyage of the 
Snow Dragon 
gives China an 
Arctic first

Douglas Jacobsohn learns 
the vine art of viticulture
Rural life seems to be agreeing 
with former Skuld chief executive 
Douglas Jacobsohn.

After hectic years cultivating 
shipowners, Jacobsohn is picking 
the first harvest from his vineyard 
in East Sussex, southeast England.

He says there has been a prom-
ising yield from the Busi-Jacob-
sohn Wine Estate and he is look-
ing forward to producing the first 
bottles of a great English sparkling 
wine next year.

The Swedish manager of a Nor-
wegian protection-and-indemnity 
club and wife Susanna, who has 
Italian roots, originally planned to 
retire in southern Europe but were 
won over by the challenge of pro-
ducing a champagne-style wine in 
the English countryside.

The 18,000 vines, planted in 
spring 2015, are the traditional 
champagne varieties, chardonnay, 
pinot noir and pinot meunier.

After a first career in what he 
describes as the “most interesting 
and entertaining of industries”, 
Jacobsohn, 64, is embarking on his 
second career as a vigneron with 
this insight from the poet Robert 
Frost: “In three words I can sum 
up everything I’ve learned about 
life: it goes on.”

The five-hectare (12-acre) vine-
yard — converted from former 
grazing pasture — is a family 
 affair, with Jacobsohn spending 

GRAPE EXPECTATIONS: Douglas Jacobsohn shows visitors around 
his vineyard (above) and (right) in his Skuld days Photos: Contributed and Skuld 

most days in the fields ensuring 
the grapes are ripening well, Su-
sanna looking after the business 
side, and sons Charles and Tom 
helping out where they can.

“The argument about whether 
English viticulture works is over,” 
declared Jacobsohn, who describes 
the estate as a vineyard run by 
wine enthusiasts for wine lovers.
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