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US shipping
party brings
a festive
boost to
Mercy Ships

SPONSORS: (From left)
JR Gardner of Stena Bulk,
Eric Nagel of Teekay and
Ron Wood of AET
Photos: Patrick Lane/Daniel Ortiz

Leading tanker players organise cocktail
party fundraiser for hospital charity
Geoff Garfield
London

A trio of top tanker owners teamed
up in Houston, Texas, for a joint
festive cocktail party, raising more
than $36,000 for medical charity
Mercy Ships.
Stena Bulk, AET and Teekay
sponsored the event to raise
awareness of Mercy Ships in
the US. The charity operates the
world’s largest civilian hospital
vessel, the 16,572-gt Africa Mercy
(built 1980).
About 300 people attended
the event, including charterers,
agents, shipbrokers and tugboat
companies.
The idea of a joint celebration
was hatched a couple of years ago
but it did not seem appropriate
after Hurricane Harvey hit the US
Gulf in 2017, says JR Gardner, general manager and head of crude
and fuel in the US for Stena Bulk.
Representatives of Phillips 66,
ExxonMobil, Shell, DNB and RightShip, plus broking houses from the
US and Europe, were just some of
those in attendance.
Russ Holmes, Mercy Ships’ director of corporate development,
was master of ceremonies for the

gathering where company and
personal donations were made.
A few uninvited guests were
made welcome.
“We didn’t turn them away at
the door, just asked them to make
sure they stopped by the donation
table in support of Mercy Ships,”
Gardner said.
He added that it was “fantastic”
for everyone to spend time together and at the same time “support a
worthy cause”.
Stena Bulk, AET and Teekay
agreed to remain “background
sponsors” of the event.
“This was about Mercy Ships,
not about us,” Gardner said. “I
think it is such a noble cause. You
have trained professionals spending years to become doctors and
nurses, and then donating their
time. They may help one person
at a time, but that one person can
then work and help their families.
It is definitely a ripple-effect organisation and we are honoured to
be a part of it.”
Gardner is to chair a committee
being set up in Houston to promote Mercy Ships Cargo Day, the
shipping industry’s annual fundraising venture for the charity.
It is understood Eric Nagel,

Teekay Shipping (USA)’s director
for Atlantic aframax and global
support services, and Ron Wood,
AET’s global director of mid-size
tanker chartering, are also joining
the committee.
Currie Evans of broker BRS’
tanker desk in Houston will be
among the committee, which will
put Mercy Ships on the US shipping map. A Cargo Day committee
already exists in Geneva, Switzerland.
The running total for Cargo
Day in October 2018 has reached
$817,000, including the donations
from the Houston function.
“We are so thankful for this
amazing result,” Cargo Day communications manager Corinne
Kemp said.
The figure is well ahead of the
$672,000 raised in 2017 — and it
could rise. It means that the Cargo
Day event has raised almost $2m
for Mercy Ships in the three years
since the fundraiser was launched.

ALL SMILES: (From left) Dinesh Pradhan of Teekay and Jimmy
Eduljee of Shell, with Teekay’s Sunil Sharma and Alfred Lobo

CHARITY TRIO: (From left) Mercy Ships’ Murna
Gado, Shannon Pruden and Russ Holmes

CIRCLE COMPLETE AS NORDEN OFFICER TAKES HELM OF AFRICA MERCY

BACK ONBOARD: Milan Falsing has returned to
the Africa Mercy, this time as captain  Photo: Norden

Norden chief officer Milan Falsing
is reliving one of his childhood
passions as he takes over as
captain of the Africa Mercy, the
world’s largest non-governmental
hospital ship.
For two months starting this
month, Falsing will be in command of a vessel he visited as a
boy more than 20 years ago.
“When the Great Belt ferries
stopped sailing in 1997, I wrote to
the then owner, Scandlines, which
let me come onboard one last
time,” he said in Norden’s latest
in-house magazine. “I was at this
point 11 years old and, at that moment, I knew I wanted to become
a sailor.”
The 16,572-gt Africa Mercy
(built 1980) is the former
Dronning Ingrid, one of three

sisterships built for Danish State
Railways.
Great Belt ferries stopped with
the opening of the Great Belt
Fixed Link bridges and tunnel.
The Dronning Ingrid was
acquired by Mercy Ships and converted into a hospital vessel with a
donation by Scottish tycoon Dame
Ann Gloag’s Balcraig Foundation.

COMPANY SUPPORT
Falsing said that without the
support of Norden, a company
he described as taking its
corporate social responsibility
seriously, he would not have been
able to volunteer to work on the
Africa Mercy.
He said Norden and those
who employ its ships were
“helping those in Africa who

desperately need help”.
The Africa Mercy is providing
free medical care from its berth
in Conakry, Guinea, where it will
remain until June.
Falsing is familiar with the ship,
having volunteered on it in 2011
and 2015.
He said, ultimately, he will be
responsible for about 450 volunteers from 40 nations working
onboard, crew members and
scores of patients.
“For me, being named captain
of Africa Mercy also means my
circle is complete — this is the
ship where I first decided I wanted
to be a seafarer,” Falsing said.
Norden’s fleet, where the chief
officer is normally deployed,
comprises 264 dry cargo vessels
and 57 tankers.

